296.   LETTER TO MAGANLAL GANDHI

SURAT,

May 26, 1919

CHI.  MAGANLAL,

After leaving you, I have been thinking a good deal about
weaving. I think we can justify our existence only if we keep
four steps ahead of the people in their efforts at self-discipline.
People will not need our services very much in keeping the vow
of pure swadeshi, for those who take the vow will carry on some-
how, obtaining yarn from Indian mills and getting it woven. But
it is the Ashram alone, at present, which can help them to keep
the pure swadeshi vow in its ideal form,1 Hence we need not
exert ourselves overmuch to help the observance of the first vow.2
But we ought to make a Herculean effort to enable a large number
of men and women to attain the ideal of pure swadeshi in the
near future. The first step in this effort is for us to start spinning
and weaving ourselves. If Santok cannot go, let Durga go alone.
If she, too, does not go, send a man. You must run down to
Vijapur without any delay. Jagannath and Chhotalal should be
put entirely on to weaving. Consult Bhurarji and make some
arrangements for cooking. Write to Gokibehn. Do what you like.
But regard it a sin to employ Jagannath and Chhotalal in any other
work. Any shopping that may need to be done for the Ashram
can be left to Revashankar or someone else. If they make mis-
takes, bear with them. But do not spend a rupee over work which
can be got-done for a pice. When Imam Saheb has recovered,
find some way of using his services in weaving. When you intro-
duce spinning it will be easy to use everyone's services. Spend the
major part of your time, too, in thinking out how to help forward
this ideal of pure swadeshi and taking action accordingly.

Blessings from
BAPU
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1 Using hand-spun and hand-woven doth
2 Using hand-woven cloth made from mill-yarn
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